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These are the haggadoth (plural of haggadah, meaning " story 5!
or " narration "); (2) explanatory notes and commentaries on
legal prescriptions, customs, and rituals. These are the kala-
choth (plural of halachah, which means a " rule " or " binding
obligation 5!). Thus there was a midrash haggadah and a mid-
rash halachah, often without any very definite line of demarca-
tion, especially in the earlier written midrashim. Later on the
distinction became sharper; and the learned doctors would
deliberately specialize in one branch or the other.
The midrashim thus approach the exegesis of the Scriptures
from the two points of view defined above. Those which sur-
vive are grouped into thirty-one major collections and a few
of lesser importance. Most of them took shape between the
first and fifth centuries a.d., but some of them may reflect
earlier teachings. They are generally distinguished from the
Talmud proper, although they are the products of the same
tendencies and the same method.
As the doctors of the Law were frequently faced with special
combinations of circumstances or particular cases of conscience
for which the sacred text made no provision, to meet these
difficulties they gradually created a body of supplementary
prescriptions which they called the Oral Law (the Tor ah by word
of mouth), and which went back, so they said, to Moses himself.
Side by side with the Scriptures (= writings) there is the Tradi-
tion, which is a necessary adjunct to every sacred book.1 By
the beginning of the Christian era there was already a con-
siderable accumulation of these pseudo-traditional teachings,
but they were too confused to be of much use. The Rabbinical
schools of Hillel and Sharnmai are said to have conceived the
idea of gathering all this scattered learning into some more or
less organized collection. This is the origin of the Mishnah,
meaning " Second " 2—that is, the Second Law.3 Each school
probably had its own Mishnah, based on the tradition of its
own teachers, but it was quickly realized how valuable a com-
plete collection would be for the whole community. This great
work was accomplished by a certain Jehudah-ha-Nasi, towards
the end of the second century a.d. His collection has come
down to us unimpaired except for such alterations, of varying
importance, as it has undergone in the course of its long history.
The Mishnah is the basis of the Talmud, acknowledged as
1	Cf. Guigneberfc, £'Evolution des Dogmes (2nd edit.), chap, iv,
2	Bibliography in CCXCIX, 97.
3	In Greek, devreQcb<H$.    Cf. Jerome, Ep., 121, Ep., 18, ad Damasum ;
LXXV, i, 113, n. 1.    The word could also mean " repetition," for the verb
shanah means " to repeat," " to teach by means of repetition," CCXCIX, 98.

